
Ridgeville Park District Scholarship Policy
(passed 3/9/23)

Purpose:

The intent of the Ridgeville Park District Scholarship Policy is to provide access to Park District
programming to park users, regardless of ability to pay, while maintaining a sustainable Park District
budget.

As the Ridgeville Park District is a taxpayer-funded district, there is a scholarship priority given to
residents of the Park District.

Policy:

Scholarships are available to Park District users based upon need, to be applied towards
programming fees.  In-district users are eligible for up to a 50% scholarship to be applied towards
programming fees.  Out-of-district users are eligible for up to a 25% scholarship to be applied
towards programming fees.

Users applying for a scholarship will complete a one-time annual scholarship application with the
Ridgeville Park District office.

Accepted Documents for Verification of Residency:
● Drivers License
● Voter Registration Card
● Apartment Lease
● Illinois State ID
● Utility Bills Other (residents in transition)

Accepted Documents for Verification of Income:
● Free/Reduced Lunch Letter from the City of Evanston
● Illinois Public Aid documentation that verifies household income & members
● Evanston General Assistance
● Income verification letter
● Current 1040 Federal Income tax return
● W-2 and self-employment
● 1099 Immigration I-20 forms (visa documents)
● Retirement Social Security income
● Social Security Disability (SSI) income
● Unemployment verification
● Non-government assisted child support

To be eligible to receive a scholarship, the grantee household must pay all previous balances owed 
to the Park District. Scholarship award balances should be paid in full before the start of the desired 
program. The Park District may arrange a payment plan if requested by the grantee. Applicants can 
directly petition the Executive Director for additional relief if they believe extenuating circumstances 
apply.



Application Process:

The Ridgeville Park District will establish an application process to determine eligibility to apply for 
household scholarships for a calendar year.  The process will include an application and income 
verification.

  The Executive Director (or the Director’s designee) shall review each application to determine if the 
applicant meets the eligibility requirements.

All personally identifiable information submitted by an applicant will be destroyed 90 days after 
Director’s determination.

In District Eligibility:

In-district households with an annual household income of 130% of the federal poverty 
guidelines will be eligible for a 50% scholarship towards Ridgeville Park District programming 
fees. (Households that are eligible for free lunch for school children).

In-district households with an annual household income of 185% of the federal poverty 
guidelines will be eligible for a 25% scholarship of Ridgeville Park District programming fees.
(Households that are eligible for reduced price lunch for school children).

In-district households with an annual household income at or below the federal poverty 
guidelines will be eligible for a 50% scholarship towards Ridgeville Park District programming 
fees.

Out of District Eligibility:

Out-of-district households with annual household income of 130% of the federal poverty 
guidelines will be eligible for a 25% scholarship of Ridgeville Park District programming fees.
(Households that are eligible for free lunch for school children).

Out-of-district households with an annual household income of 185% of the federal poverty 
guidelines will be eligible for a 12.5% scholarship of Ridgeville Park District programming 
fees. (Households that are eligible for reduced price lunch for school children).

Out-of-district households with an annual household income below the federal poverty 
guidelines will be eligible for a 25% scholarship towards Ridgeville Park District programming 
fees.



Child Nutrition Programs Income Eligibility Guidelines (2022-2023)
US Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Services
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-021622


